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Di san van héa phi vat thé ngay cang nhan dudc su quan
tam 38 ca cap tinh va cap quéc gia, song nhitng ham y cua di
san dai v8i chinh sach phat trién van chua dudc nhan thuc
va van dung day du.

Lé hdi Bap tréng, v3i tu cach 1a mdot boé phan trong hé théng
di san van héa phi vat thé réong I6n hon cua ngudi Ma Coong
3 tinh Quang Tri, cung cap mét trudng hop dang cha y dé
xem xét nhiing ham y chinh sach tu géc dé phat trién bén
ving.

Mac du su quan tam cua tinh doi véi da dang van hoéa da gia
tdng trong nhitng nam gan day, viéc trién khai trén thuc té
van chua tudng xdng véi nhiing nod luc bao vé da dang sinh
hoc. Ngugdi Ma Coong sinh séng 3 khu vuc giap Vudn quéc
gia Phong Nha - Ké Bang, ngi cac tri thic va thuc hanh tap
quan cua cong déng cé vai tro quan trong doi véi viéc duy tri
ca da dang tu nhién |an da dang van héa.

Can tang cudng su két ndi gilia bao vé di san van héa phi vat
thé v38i cong tac quy hoach va quan ly Di san Thé gidi. Mot
cach ti€p can quy hoach tich hgp cé thé phat huy mai quan
hé tuong hé gilia di san tu nhién va di san van héa, déng
thai gép phan han ché nguy cd ti€ép tuc suy giam ca da dang
sinh hoc va da dang van héa.

POLICY
HIGHLIGHTS

Intangible cultural heritage is receiving growing attention
at both provincial and national levels, yet development
policy implications are often poorly understood.

The Lé hdi dap tréng ceremony as part of intangible
cultural heritage more broadly among the Macoong
in Quang Tri province and offers interesting insights
into possible policy implications from a sustainable

development perspective.

Whereas provincial attention to cultural diversity has
grown in recent years, implementation lags behind efforts
to protect biodiversity. The Macoong live on the edge of
the Phong Nha Ké Bang National Park and customary
practices are crucial for the natural and cultural diversity
of the area.

Stronger linkages between intangible cultural heritage
and World Heritage planning and management are
needed. An integrated planning approach can help
strengthen natural and cultural heritage synergies and
avoid further biodiversity and cultural loss.




Trong khuén khé du an nghién clu hgp tac
vé di san va phat trién 3 Viét Nam, ban tém
lugc chinh sach nay trinh bay mét sé nhan
dinh va ham y chinh sach rut ra tu nghién
clu vé Lé hdi dap tréng, déng thdi xem xét
nhiing bai hoc cla trudng hdp nay daéi véi
phat trién bén viing va quy hoach bao ton.
Nghién clu thuc dia dudc tién hanh qua
nhiéu dgt khao sat tai dia ban tU nam 2022
dén dau nam 2026.

Trong nhiing nam gan day, méi quan hé
gitfa tu nhién va van héa ngay cang nhan
dudc su quan tam trong linh vuc bao tén di
san (Larsen and Wijesuriya 2015). Tuy nhién,
trén thuc t&€, mot ranh gidi mang tinh nhan
tao giCia tu nhién va van hda van thudng
xuyén dugc duy tri trong cac linh vuc chinh
sach, dan dén viéc xem nhe nhiing maéi
quan hé lau dgi, cung hinh thanh va bién déi
gilia di san tu nhién va di san van hoéa cua
cac cong déng cu dan ban dia. Hé qua la hai
l[inh vuc nay dugdc quan ly bdi nhiing cd quan
khac nhau, v8i chudc nang, phudng thuc hoat
dong va ngudén ngan sach riéng biét, trong
khi thi€u nhiing co ché& phéi hdp ré rang
cling nhu mét cach ti€p can quy hoach lay
con Ngudi va cong dong lam trung tam.

X& Thugng Trach, nam & phia nam cda khu
Di san Thé gidi va giap bién gidi Lao, la mét
trudng hgp dac biét cé y nghia. V8i dan cu
chu yéu la ngugdi Ma Coong va Arem, day la
mot khu vuc co tinh da dang van héa cao,
Nnoi con duy tri nhiing hé théng tri thdc ban
dia phuc tap, cac thuc hanh néng nghiép
truyén théng nhu canh tac nuong ray, dgai
séng nghi & phong phd va nhiing mai lién
hé 1au dgi gilta cdng déng, t6 tién va lanh
thé. Ngugdi Ma Coong thudc nhém Bru - Van
Kiéu, néi ngén ngl thudéc nhém Mén-Khmer,
tU 1adu da duy tri méi quan hé mat thiét vai
hé sinh thai ring da vo6i va nguén da dang
sinh hoc cua khu vuc. Sinh séng tai xa vung
dém cuc nam cua Phong Nha - Ké Bang,
Nngudi Ma Coong chi chiém mot ty 1é nho
trong téng sé khoang 159.325 cu dan cua
toan bd khu vuc vung dém.

As part of a collaborative research project
on heritage and development processes
in Vietnam, this brief account presents
policy insights from research into the Lé
hoi dap trong and lessons for sustainable
development and conservation planning.
Fieldwork involved several visits to the
area between 2022 and early 2026.

Recent years have seen growing attention
to the importance of nature-culture
linkages in heritage conservation (Larsen
and Wijesuriya 2015). Far too often,
however, an artificial divide is maintained
between nature and culture policy fields
leading to the neglect of long-standing,
co-evolving ancestral connections
between natural and cultural heritage. As
a consequence, it is not unusual that the
two domains are managed by different
departments with separate mandates,
working approaches and budgets without
clear lines of cooperation and people-
centred planning.

Thugng Trach commune located on the
Southern border of the World Heritage site
bordering Laos, offers important lessons.
Predominantly inhabited by Macoong and
Arem ethnic minorities, the commune is

a hotspot of cultural diversity harbouring
complex indigenous knowledge systems
and agricultural practices (shifting
cultivation), rich ceremonial practices

and ancestral territorial connections. The
Macoong belong to the Bru - Van Kiéu,
Mon Khmer speaking ethnic minorities
and have maintained longstanding
connections with the karst forest and its
biodiversity. Inhabiting the southernmost
bufferzone commune of PNKB, they
represent only a small percentage of the
total bufferzone population amounting to
some 159.325 people?.
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Mac du da dang van hdéa déi khi van bi nhin
nhan mot cach khong phu hgp nhu mét van
dé nam bén ngoai pham vi cla cac khu Di
san Thién nhién Thé gidi, tai nhiing dia ban
nhu Phong Nha - Ké Bang, van dé nay dang
ngay cang nhan dugc su quan tam cua cac
nha nghién cdu, co quan quan ly va cac té
chuc tai trg quéc té. TU nhiing thao luan vé
vai tro cla da dang van hda va quyén cua
cac dan toéc thiéu sé (Larsen 2016), dén cac
ké hoach phat trién vung dém va nhiing
khoan dau tu phat trién dia phucdng cua Ban
Quan ly, da dang van héa dang ngay cang
trd thanh mét néi dung quan trong trong tu
duy chinh sach vé di san va phat trién.

Thuc hanh van héa dudc biét dén réng rai

nhat cba ngudi Ma Coong |3 Lé hdi dap
tréng. Déi véi ngudi Ma Coong trong khu
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vuc, bao gém ca nhling ngugi tu cac céng
dong lang giéng bén Lao sang tham du, day
[a moét thuc hanh van héa quan trong dudc
té chldc hang nam.

Xét tU phuong dién tam linh, |& hdi trudc hét
la dip cédng déng cau mong nhiing diéu tét
dep cho cubc séng va sinh k€&, giao ti€p vai
cac vi than linh va tai khang dinh nhitng maéi
lién hé tam linh dudc truyén lai tu toé tién.
Pong thai, day cling la dip gdp g8, an uéng,
giao luu céng déng, thé hién niém tu hao vé
di san, ban sac téc ngugdi va su da dang van
hdéa. Trong thdi gian nghién clu thuc dia, B6
Van héa, Thé thao va Du lich cung véi cac co
quan chulic nang cua tinh cling dang trién
khai nhitng hoat ddng hd trg chuyén mén
nham tang cudng céng tac bao vé va phat
huy di san van hdéa phi vat thé.

INTRODUCTION TO LE HOI DAP TRONG
AND THE BROADER CULTURAL CONTEXT

While cultural diversity is sometimes
wrongly considered external as to natural
World Heritage properties, it is, in places like
Phong Nha Ké Bang, receiving emerging
attention from researchers, management
and international donors. From a focus

on the role of cultural diversity and ethnic
minority rights (Larsen 2016) to bufferzone
development plans and local development
investments by the management board,
cultural diversity remains a major area of
heritage policy thinking and development.

The most well-known cultural practice is the
Lé héi dap tréng ceremony, which for all the
Macoong in the area, including visitors from
neighbouring Laos, represents an important
yearly cultural practice.

From a spiritual perspective, the yearly
ceremony was precisely about praying and
wishing for the best for life and livelihoods,
reaching out to deities and demonstrating
ancestral spiritual connections. It was also
a moment for local exchanges, feasting,
public exchange to celebrate heritage and
pride around ethnic identities and cultural
diversity. During field research, there was
also a project effort from the Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Tourism together with
provincial authorities to provide technical
support for improving intangible cultural
heritage.



Viéc quan tdm va cdng nhan di san van héa phi
vat thé cho thay nhiing nd luc ngay cang rd rét
trong viéc chl y dén da dang van hda. Tuy nhién,
nghién clu thuc dia cing cho thay van con
nhiéu van dé can dudgc giai quyét. Trong dé dang
chuy la su thi€u két néi gitia tu nhién va van

hdéa trong quy hoach va quan ly; viéc chua danh
gia day du vai tro cla cac sinh ké theo tap quan;
cling nhu su thiéu vang mét cach tiép can dua
trén quyén van héa trong viéc dinh hudng nhiing
bién d6i vé van hoda va di san trong bdi canh phat
trién du lich.

Nhiéu thap nién trién khai cdc chuong trinh hé
trg phat trién va giam nghéo dai véi cac dan toéc
thiéu sé 3 vung dém cho thay mét buc tranh
khéng hoan toan dong nhat vé hiéu qua cai thién
sinh k& va bao vé da dang sinh hoc. Mét trong
nhng han ché& dadng chu y la gia tri cla cach tiép
can lay van héa lam trung tdm chua dugc quan
tdm dung muc. Cac mé hinh phat trién mang
tinh cung cap tU bén ngoai, chdng han viéc dua
gidng cay trong mdi vao dia phuang, trong nhiéu
trudng hgp da khéng thanh cong do dich bénh
hodc do khéng phu hgp véi diéu kién khi hdu va
sinh thai tai ché.

Tuy vay, quan niém cho rang phat trién chu yéu
phai dén “tU bén ngoai” van cdn kha phé bién.
Thay vi coi trong nha & truyén théng, cac hinh
thuic sinh k& ban dia phu hdp va nhing tri thuc
da dudgc tich Iy qua nhiéu thé hé, khéng it
chuong trinh lai nhan manh viéc st dung vat liéu
xdy dung mdi va dua vao cac hoat dong tao thu
nhap madi, trong khi chua dau tu tusng xding cho
phuc héi cac loai cady ban dia, cdc md hinh néng
- 1am két hdp nham |am phong phu hé théng
canh tac nuong ray, hay quan ly nguén nudc dua
trén diéu kién sinh thai dia phuadng.

3 mét s6 ndi van ton tai nhiing ké hoach va
mong mudn thuc day thém viéc di dan vao khu
vuc cling nhu “dua vao” cdc phuong thuc san
Xuat nédng nghiép va kinh doanh theo mé hinh
cla ngudi Kinh, v8i muc tiéu phat trién tréng
trot, chan nuéi, thuosng mai va céng nghiép “nhu
3 mién xubi”. Nhiing dinh hudng nhu vay dat

ra nhiéu van dé néu nhin tU cach tié€p can phat
trién 18y van hoéa lam trung tdm va yéu cau bao
vé cac gia tri cla Di san Thé gidi. Trudc hét, nhiéu
thap nién ap dung cac md hinh phat trién ti bén
ngoai cho thay két qua con han ché. Thd hai, cac
hé théng tri thuc va thuc hanh dia phudng chua
dugc danh gid day dd nhu nhling ngudn luc cé
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kha ndng tao sinh k& bén viing va lam cd s3 cho
dau tu vao cdc mod hinh néng - Iam két hagp.

Thi ba, cdn nhan thic rd rang hé sinh thai, hé
théng xa hoi va da dang sinh hoc tai khu vuc nay
déu cd suc chiu tai gidi han. Nhiing du an phat
trién riéng |é, thiéu su phdi hgp va danh gia téng
thé, c6 thé dan dén nhiéu rui ro: khdng tinh dén
cac ngudn luc van héa clia cdng dong, lam gia
tdng nguy cd 6 nhiém trong mét mai trudng Di
san Thé gidi nhay cam, dong thd&i lam mat can
bang cic quan hé xa hoi - méi trudng vé phuang
dién dan s, xa héi va kinh té.

Hién nay, Phong Nha - Ké Bang d3 tré thanh

mot diém ndéng cua phat trién du lich, nhung
cac van dé van héa, tu nhién va phat trién bén
viing van thudng dudc ti€p can va trién khai
tucng déi tach biét. Do dic diém cua khu vuc
bién gidi, cac ban clia ngudi Ma Coong hién van
nam ngoai nhiing tuyén du lich chinh. Tuy nhién,
kinh nghiém tU nhiing dia ban |an can cho thay
van hdéa cé nguy cd ngay cang bi bién thanh mét
“san pham du lich” néu phat trién du lich khéng
di kém vai su tén trong day du cac gia tri van hoéa
ban dia.

The recognition of intangible cultural
heritage demonstrates attempts to engage
with cultural diversity, yet fieldwork

also revealed that much more could be
done. Such opportunities include lack of
integrating nature-culture linkages, neglect
of customary livelihoods and the lack of a
cultural rights approach in shaping how
culture and heritage change alongside
tourism development are approached.

)
o

o FEPR A Aoy
BTt e Y o o Ll T S
et e AR S

Decades of development support and
poverty reduction among ethnic minorities
in the bufferzone, reveal a mixed picture in
terms of improving livelihoods and securing
biodiversity, while neglecting the value of

a culture-centred approach. Supply-driven
development provision of seedlings have
often failed due to disease and different
climatic conditions.

POLICY

INSIGHTS

Still, there is a widely held belief among
some that development must come “from
the outside”. Rather than valuing traditional
houses, healthy traditional livelihoods,
emphasis is put on new building materials,
new income generation activities without
investing in, indigenous tree reforestation,
agro-forestry schemes to enrich shifting
cultivation and water management.

Several plans and aspirations to promote
further in-migration and “import” of kinh-
based agricultural practices and business
remain common among some official to
promote cultivation, husbandry, trade

and industry as “in the lowlands”. Such
aspirations are, however, problematic

from a culture-centred development and
World Heritage sensitive approach. For one,
decades of importing development have
systematically failed and outcomes remain
limited. Secondly, local knowledge systems
and practices have been neglected as
sustainable sources of income and focus for
agro-forestry investments.

Thirdly, it is also clear that ecosystem, social
systems and biodiversity requirements

have very limited bearing capacity. Isolated
development projects run too many risks; of
not considering cultural resources, creating
pollution risks in a sensitive World Heritage
environment and destabilizing the socio-
environmental balance in demographic,
social and economic terms.

Today, PNKB has become a hotspot for
tourism development, yet culture, nature
and sustainability dynamics are often
implemented separately. In some respects,
the villages of the Macoong remain outside
of the main tourism routes due to the nature
of the border, yet viewed from neighbouring
sites it is also clear that culture is turning
into another “tourism product” without
sufficiently respecting indigenous cultural
values.



Hién nay dang md ra mot co hdi mai dé xay
dung cach ti€ép can tich hgp, gan véi nhing
nd luc rdng hon nham “xanh héa” cdng tac
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t8i Danh luc Xanh cua IUCN, cling nhu phat
trién cac moé hinh sinh ké xanh. Xét trén
pham vi toan tinh Quang Tri, mét trong
nhing dinh hudng chinh sach quan trong

la thuc day cac md hinh sinh ké xanh. Tuy
nhién, cac cach ti€p can “xanh” can dugc xay
dung trén nén tang nhay cadm van hda. van
dé khéng chi la cong nhan va bao vé mot sé
di san van héa phi vat thé, ma réng han la
dua su nhay cam doi v3i van hoéa vao toan bé
qua trinh quy hoach, hd trg va thuc hién cac
chugng trinh phat trién.

Trong nhiing nam gan day, tinh da tang
cudng su két ndi vai cac tiéu chuan quéc
té vé da dang sinh hoc va di san. Bén canh
nhing hgp tac qudc té gan vdi viéc tra
thanh mot khu Di san Thé gidi xuyén bién
gidi, cac tiéu chuan quan trong trong linh
vuc Di san Thé gidi con bao gém viéc duy tri
cac moi lién két bén viing giia tu nhién va
van hdéa, déng thai dp dung cach ti€p can
dua trén quyén trong quan ly di san. Vung
dém cua Vudn quéc gia Phong Nha - Ké
Bang bao gom nhiéu céng déng dan cu
v38i nhiing diéu kién nhan khau, van hoéa va
sinh ké khac nhau; chinh nhiing dac diém
nay |la moét bdé phan khdng thé tach rai cua
cac gia tri di san tai khu vuc. Vi vay, nhiing
gia tri van hda nay can dugc cung co thay
vi bi thay thé bang cac md hinh phat trién
tU bén ngoai von it phu hgp vai diéu kién
dia phuong, sinh thai va an ninh sinh ké. bé
phu hdp v3i cdc nguyén tac cia UNESCO
vé quan ly vung dém, quy hoach va dau tu
cdng can han ché viéc ti€p tuc gia tang di
dan tU bén ngoai vao khu vuc, dong thgi
kiém soat nhiing ap luc phat trién cé nguy
ca lam gia tang suc ép |én dat dai, suy giam
da dang sinh hoc va 6 nhiém méi trudng.

TOWARDS A GOLDEN

STANDARD FOR NATURE
~ CULTURE LINKAGES IN
PHONG NHA - KE BANG

There is arguably a new opportunity to
explore an integrated approach together
with wider efforts to green protected area
management (IUCN Green List) and green
livelihoods. From the perspective of Quang
Tri, as a whole, other policy concerns
include how to introduce and promote
green livelihoods models (thdc day cac
mo& hinh sinh ké xanh). Green approaches
need to be grounded in culturally sensitive
approaches. This is not merely about
securing recognition of intangible cultural
heritage, but adopting a culturally-
sensitive approach to development
planning and support more generally.

In recent years, the province has deepened
interaction with international biodiversity
and heritage standards. Beyond the
obvious international engagement
upon becoming a transboundary world
heritage site, such key standards in the
World Heritage field include supporting
viable nature-cultural linkages and
adopting rights-based approaches in
the heritage field. The bufferzone of
Phong Nha Ké Bang National Park hosts
a variety of demographic and cultural
livelihood settings, which are integral to
its heritage values. Such cultural values
should be reinforced, not replaced by
outside development models with little
local, ecological and livelihood security
value. Public planning and investments
should, as a clear bufferzone policy to
respect UNESCO principles, limit further
in-migration and prevent outside-
development pressures that carry too
many risks in terms of land pressures,
biodiversity loss and contamination
increase.
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2. Long ghép quyén cua
cac dan toc thiéu sé vao
quy hoach vung dém, bao
gom quyén doi véi dat dai
theo tap quan, cac khu
vuc rung va sinh ké truyén
thong, coi day la nhiing
thanh t6 hifu co cta canh
quan Di san Thé gigi.

3. Ap dung cach tiép can
nhay cam van héa trong
bao ton va quy hoach phat
trién xanh, trong dé dac
biét coi trong cac hé thong
tri thuc ban dia va cac thuc
hanh canh tac nucng ray
truyén thong.

5. Phat trién cac hinh thuc
ho tré ndng nghiép phu hap
véi hé thong sinh ké ban dia
va da dang sinh hoc néng
nghiép cua canh tac nudng
ray. Han ché& ciac mé hinh
tham canh néng nghiép va
chan nudi cé nguy cod gay 6
nhiém, Iam tén hai cac hé
thong sinh ké von nhay cam
cling nhu ngudén nudc cua
khu vuc.

3. Adopt culturally sensitive
approaches to conservation
and green development
planning with an emphasis
on the value of indigenous
knowledge systems

and traditional shifting
cultivation practices.

4. Prevent further in-
migration and land
distribution to outsiders
to maintain sustainable
population levels, enhance

resilient indigenous

production systems and
favour local agro-biodiversity
in line with World Heritage

policy.

5. Promote agricultural
support systems

adapted to indigenous
livelihood systems and
agrobiodiversity of
shifting cultivation. Avoid
agricultural intensification
and animal husbandry
schemes running the risk
of contaminating fragile
livelihood systems and
water resources.

POLICY
RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Reinforce the role of
local heritage stewards
in the management of
the Lé hdi dap tréong and

adopt intangible cultural
heritage of the Macoong as
priority for wider landscape
management.

2. Use bufferzone planning
to recognize and support
ethnic minority rights to
customary lands, forest
areas and traditional
livelihoods as integral

to the World Heritage
landscape.
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